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Exhibit  # 


THB  FCRRIGN  S^RVICu; 

OF  TH*? 

UNIT^  STATES  OP  AM»?RICA 

ANn>rRlCAH  EMBASSY 
Tokyo,  .Tune  7,  193f>. 

No.  3936 

SlTBJFCTi  JAPAN'S  PORTION  POLICY  IN  RTILATION  TO  THE 
SITUATION  IN  T?UROP».  iwe 


.  STRICTLY  CONFIDENTIAL!  FOR  THE  SECRETARY  AND  UNDER  S'^CRETARY 

The  Honorable 

The  Secretary  of  State, 

Washington . 

Sin 

I  had  the  honor  in  my  telegram  no.  245,  May  26,  8  p.m., 
to  present  an  analysis  of  certain  trends  in' Japanese 
thought  with  regard  to  foreign  policy  In  relation  to  the 
situation  now  developing  In  Europe.  I  observed  that  there 
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'  were  elements  in  Japan  -  net  to  be  confused  with  certain 
congor.lal,  but  withal  Ineffectual,  persons  educated  abroad 
who  have  been  telling  us  that  reaction  to  Japan's  China 
policy  was  "just  around  the  copper"  -  who  realized  that,  In 
.the  event  of  a  war  In  "Europe,  the  maintenance  by  Japan  of 
^  neutrality  between  the  democratic  and, totalitarian  camps 
would  affords  Japan  little  security,  and  that  national 
security  could  be  assured  In  thr  long  run  only  by  liquidating 
the  conflict  with  China.  I  was  not  unaware  of  the  need  for 
resting  an  observation  of  th5s  nature  on  .a  rea8onal)ly  firm 
basis,  and  It  Is  my  purpose  In  this  despatch  to  lay  before 
the  Department  the  clroumstanoes ,  some  of  personal  knowledge 
and  the  others  which  derive  by  deduction,  on  which  my  view 
was  based.  As  .there  la  no  discussion  In  the  press  or  In 
any  other  public  forum  of  the  question  whether  or  not  Japan 
should  align  Itself  with  Germany  and  Italy  •  Indeed,  any 
reference  by  the  press  to  this  question  Is  officially 
•  Interdicted  -  Information  with  regord  to  thoughbtrends  has 
come  to  me  largely  by  word  of  mouth. 

The  first  conversation  which  needs  to  be  recorded  took 
place  on  May  16,  at  a  luncheon  which  was  given  In  honor  of 
the  Ambassador  and  Mrs.  Grew  by  a  Japanese  who,  while  hold¬ 
ing  no  official  position.  Is  a  close'^frlend  and  conflderh  of 
high  officials  of  the  Court  and  of  Prince  Konoye,  Minister 
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without  Portfolio,  and  Maroula  Kldo,  Minister  of  the  Interior. 
He  is  In  a  position  to  exercise  through  various  contacts 
considerable  influence  on  the  Government.  As  we  left  th-> 
table,  our  host  drew  the  Ambossador  and  me  into  another  room 
and  talked  substantially  along  the  following  llnest 

Although  the  Japanese  Government  has  decided 
not  to  conclude  a  military  alliance  with  Germany  and 
Italy,  there  was  being  exerted  on  the  Government,  not 
only  by  Germany  and  Italy  but  by  reactionary  groups  In 
Japan,  strong  presaure  toward  entering  Into  some  / 
arrangement  with  the  latter  countries  which  would 
reaffirm  the  sollderlty  among  the  nations  whose  policies 
were  opposed  by  tho  democratic  nations.  The  groups  to 
which  he  belonged  had  succeeded  In  defeating  the 
proposal  to  conclude  the  alliance  and  ire  now  doing 
their  best  to  defeat  the  ''strengthening  of  the  Antl- 
Comlntem  Pact",  or  at  least  to  prevent  It  from 
becoming  a  political  link  with  Germany  and  Italy;  but 
it  was  difficult  to  meet  the  argximent  of  those  who  had 
advocated  the  alliance  and  are  now  favoring  close 
association  with  Germany  and  Italy,  that  Japan  cannot 

t 

afford  to  be  isolated,  Germany  and  Italy  are  urging 
Japan  "to  come  over  to  their  side",  while  the 
democrotlc  nations  are  turning  to  •^apan  a  very  cold 

shoulder,  if,  therefore,  the  democratic  nations, 

# 

0 
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,  especially  the  United  Stntea,  could  Indicate  to  Japan  { 

that  restoration  of  good  relations  with  Japan  Is  • 

desired  and  that  the  way  Is  open  for  Japan  to  align 

herself  with  the  democratic  nations,  but,  not  against 

the  totalitarian  states,  those  Japanese  who  are  working  , \ 

r  ;  ■ 

for  precisely  those  objectives  would  have  their  hand 

\  • 

grently  strengthened.  . 


The  Ambassador  said  that  he  was  very  much  interested 
•  /  in  the  views  just  expressed,  but  that  it  must  be  obvious 
that  the  restoration  of  peace  and  good  relations  between 
k  Japan  and  China  must  be  a  condition  precedent  to  the 

restoration  of  good  relations  between  Japan  and  the  Uhited 
States  and  other  democratic  nations.  He  could  not,  there- 
fore,  recommend  that  his  Government  give  any  gesture  of 
welcome  to  Japan  unless  he  were  first  satisfied  that  the 
terms  of  peace  with  China  which  Japan  had  In  view  could  be 
reconciled  with  China *s  peace  terms  and  would  meet  with 

i 

the  approval  of  the  American  Government. 

Our  host  than  talked  very  vaguely  about  the  readiness 
of  Japan  to  withdraw  from  central  and  South  China,  but 
when  asked  to  give  specifications  he  replied  that  a 

full  statement  on  Japanese  peace  terms  might  better  cone  from 

> 

•  * 

the  Vlnlster  for  Foreign  Affairs.  He  undertbot.  to  report 

the  conversation  to  Mr.  Arlta,  and  to  attest  to  Mr.  Arlta 
that  he  give  the  Ambassador  a  precise  explanation  of 
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Japanese  objectives  In  China  during  the  conversation  which 
the  Ambassador  had  arranged  to  have  with  Pr.  Arlta  on  May 
18th. 

Mr.*  and  Mrs.  Arlta  were  entertaining  the  Ambassador 
and  Mrs.  Grew  at  luncheon  on  May  17,  and  Mr.  Grew  prear¬ 
ranged  with  me  that  I  should  endeavor  during  the  luncheon 
party  to  ascertain  from  Mr.  Arlta  whether  our  host  of  the 
previous  day  had  consluted  him.  I  accordingly  took  advan¬ 
tage  of  a  favorable  opportunity  to  engage  Mr.  Arlta  In 

/ 

conversation.  I  found  that  he  was  quite  familiar  with 

» 

the  discussion  of  the  previous  day.  He  said  that  there  had 
been  a  suggestion  that  he  give  ^r*  Grew  an  assurance  that 

Japan  would  withhold  any  action  to  ’’strenghen  the  Antl- 
Comlntem  Pact"  until  Mj?,  Grew  returned  to  Washington  and 
had  an  opportunity  to  discuss  with  his  Governirent  the 
possibility  of  making  to  Japan  some  "gesture  of  welcome". 
Mr.  Arlta  said  that  there  was  no  Important  opinion  In  the 
country  unfavorable  to  the  measure  which  had  been  proposed 
to  combat  communist io  activities,  and  that,  If  the  time 
became  rlpo  for  the  conclusion  of  the  agreement  under 
discussion  with  Germany  and  Italj'',  the  Japanese  Government 

^  -  I 

Intended  to  proceed  with  it*  He  could,  however,  assure 

Mr.  Grew  that. the  agreement  would  contain  no  military, 
political  or  economic,  clausesi  but  with  this  proviso  • 

If  it  were  found  that  these  activities  were  being 
Instigated  by  the  Soviet  Government,  the  counter-measures 


4k 

,1  ’-gWkx 
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propneod  would  hav©  to  bo  directed  against  that  Government. 

Mr.  Arlta  then  passed  on  to  the  negotiations  between 
the  Soviet  and  British  Governments  concerning  the  "common 
front  against  aggression".  He  said  that  Japan  la  very  an¬ 
xious  to  avoid  Involvement.  In  the  affairs  of  Furope,  but 
that  Japan  could  not  ignore  the  fact  that  Russia  straddled 
Europe  and  Asia,  and  that,  whether  Japan  liked  It  or  not, 
•Its  pvOllcles  and  actl.ons  form  a  bridge  by  which  events  In 
the  Par  Vast  and  In  purnpe  act  and  react  on  each  other. 

The  British  Ambassador  had,  he  said,  given  him  definite 
assurances  that  the  arrangement  under  discussion  by  the 
British  and  Soviet  Governments  would  specifically  be  made 

4 

Inapplicable,  but  he  (Mr.  Arlta)  replied  that  any 
arrangement  which  formed  the  basis  for  the  close  collabora* 


'k 


tlon  contemplated  by  Great  Britain,  Prance  and  the  Soviet  , 

■Tj  1 

Bhlon  In  respect  of  their  common  Interests  In  Furope  would 
be  b''und  to  bring  about  similar  collaboration  among  them  In  .  v 
the  conduct  of  their  policies  In  the  Par  vast.  He  delivered  , 
himself  at  some  length  and  with  considerable  show  of  heat  ;■ 
over  Sir  vnbert  Cralgle*s  Insistence  that  the  assurances 
given  Mr.  Arlta  should  dissolve  any  Japanese  anxiety 

t 

with  regard  to  the'-’af fectlve  scope  of  the  pror''eed 
arrangement.  Mr.  Arlta  concluded  the  conversation  with  me 
with  the  observation  that  decision  over  Japan ‘a  attitude 
vls-a-vls  the  situation  developing  In  v^rope  would  have  to 
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be  withheld  until  resuts  of  the  Anglo-Soviet  negotiations 
were  known. 

A  full  account  of  the  Ambassador's  conve’^satlon  on 
vay  18  will  be  found  In  his  telegram  No.  235,  May  IP,  7  p.m. 

The  Impressions  which  the  Ambassador  and  I  had  formed 
of  Mr.  Arlta's  views  as  expressed  In  the  conversations  of 
May  17  and  18  agreed  In  every  respect.  It  seemed  to  us 
that  Mr.  Arlta,  far  from  indicating  any  eagerness  to  find 
a  way  to  approach  the  democratic  nations,  was^preoocupled 
with  the  effects  on  the  Par  wast  of  the  establishment  of  ' 
the  "front  against  aggression"  and  was  not  in  a  conciliatory 
mood.  The  Ambassador  came,  therefore,  to  the  conclusion, 
as  I  did,  that  there  was  no  justification  for  believing 
that  desire  to  bring  Japan  Into  line  with  the  democratic 
nations  as  against  the  totalitarian  nations  animated  the 
Japanese  Government  as  such. 

Whether  by  accident  or  by  design,  I  was  approached 
on  the  same  day.  May  18,  by  a  Japanese  hitherto  unknown 
to  me  but  who  had  made  the  acquaintance  of  the  Ambassador 
as  a  fellow  passenger  during  a  voyage  across  the  Pacific, 
with  the  suggestion  that  I  have  a  "chat",  as  he  put  It, 
with  the  Prime  Minister.  I  asked  the  gentleman  to  call 
again,  as  I  wished  to  consider  the  matter.  I  informed  the 
Ambassador  of  the  call  and  of  the  suggestion  that  T  have  a 
.  talk  with  the  Prime  Minister.  Mr.  Grew  said  that  he  had 
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formed  a  favorable  Impression  of  Vr.  Fn.111 .  the  person 
who  had  called  on  me,  and  that  he  saw  no  reason  why  I 
should  not  return  a  favorable  reply.  When  Mr.  Pujll 
called  again,  I  said  that  I  would  be  glad  to  have  an 
opportunity  to  make  the  acquaintance  of  the  Prime  Minister, 
but  that  I  had  heard  rumors  of  the  possibility  of  a  change 
of  government  and  wondered,  therefore,  whether  a  call  at 
that  time  would  be  opportune.  Returning  on  the  following 
day,  Mr.  Pujll  brought  an  Invitation  from  Earon  Flranuma 
to  dinner  on  May  23,  when  he  Intended  to  explain  his 
purpose  In  sending  through  Mr.  Grew  his  message  to  the 
Secretary,  and  word  to  the-  effect  that  no  change  In  the 
government  was  Impending.  I  accepted  the  Invitation.  Mr. 
Pujll  then  emphasized  the  Importance  of  keeping  a  profound 
secret  the  forthcoming  talk.  He  said  that  Baron  Hlranttma's 
political  position  was  reasonably  secure,  but  that  the 
alignment  of  factions  within  the  Government  over  European 
policy  was  so  delicate  as  to  require  that  the  Prime  Minister 
act  very  cautiously. 

Mr.  Pujll  called  for  me  on  the  evening  of  May  23.  As 
we  went  In  my  car,  which  bears  an  pmbassy  license  tag, 

Mr.  Pujll  proposed  that  we  alight  some  distance  from  the 
Prime  Minister’s  private  residence  and  go  the  rest  of  the 
way  on  foot?  we  did.  At  the  gate  of  the  residence  there 
stood  a  number  of  policemen,  who,  although  obviously 
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surprised  by  seeing  a  foreigner,  made  no  attempt  to  stop 
me.  The  servants  were  prepared  for  my  visit,  but  T  have 
reason  to  believe  that  they,  as  well  as  two  female  rela¬ 
tions  of  the  Prime  Minister's  who  served  us  later  at 
dinner,  and  no  knowledge  whatever  of  my  Identity.  Tt 
might  be  added  that  the  residence,  which  Is  situated  In 
the,  suburbs,  is  small  and  quite  unpretentions  and  would 
barely  grace  a  small  tradesman.  These  details,  while 
Inconsequential,  may  perphaps  reflect  my  Impressions  at 
the  moment. 

Baron  Hlranuma  received  me  very  courteously.  He 
said  that  he  unfortunately  had  few  opportunities  to  meet 
foreigners  and  thus  to  receive  at  first  hand  the  impres¬ 
sions  of  foreigners  with  regard  to  conditions  in  various 
parts  of  the  world.  The  situation  in  Europe  was,  in  his 
view,  a  delicate  one,  and  he  felt  confident  that  he  could 
obtain  from  an  American  a  more  objective  appraisal  of  that 
situation  than  he  would  be  likely  to  procure  from  an 
Ituropean . 

I  expressed  regret  that  I  was  not  In  a  position  to 

give  him  any  Information  other  than  that  which  was  public 

knowledge.  There  then  ensued  a  colloquy  on  the  situation 

in  Europe,  during  which  Baron  Hlranuma  displayed  knowledge 

not  only  of  a  factual  nature  but  of  political  trends  In 

« 
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Europe  which  surprlsed^me .  One  of  the  points  brought  out 
which,  In  hla  view,  made  for  danger  In  Europe  was  that 
Chancellor  Hitler  -  with  the  objectives  which  he  has  In 
mind  for  bermany  to  achieve  -  provides  an  Issue  around  which 
all  elements  In  Great  Britain  can  rally;  the  Imperialists, 
who  do  not  propose  to  tolerate  a  Germany  which  can  pre¬ 
tend  to  equality  with  Great  Drltaln;  the  Industrialists, 
who  fear  German  commercial  competition;  and,  finally,  the 
Jews,  radicals  and  even  the  Germanophlles,  who,  vie  with 
each  other  In  their  hatred  of  Hitler. 

Baron  Hlranuma  tlien  said  that  the  possibility  of  a  war 
arising  In  E'lropc'  was  one  which  he  contemplated  wjth  horror. 
It  would  Inevitably  result  In  the  total  destruction  of 
olvlllSatl<m,  as  no  nation,  however  remote  from  the  seat  ' 
of  war,- would  hope  to  escape  the  eventual  consequences 
even 'though  It  might  be  fortunate  to  avoid  direct  involve* 
ment.  He  had  publicly  stated  fn  several  occasions  that 
Japan  could  never  be  a  democracy  or  a  totallterlan  state,* 
and  that  Japan  could  make  Its  greatest  contribution  by 
bringing  together  In  harmonious  and  peaceful  relations 
the  two  groups  of  nations.  Thew  were,  he  continued, 
elements  In  Japan  which  considered  that  Japan  could  not 
afford  to  maintain  a  condition  of  Isolation  and  that  her 
security  demanded  that  she  enter  Into  "special  relations" 
with  Germany  and  Italy.  He  was  Insisting,  however,  that 
Japan,  follow  what  he  termed  "moral  diplomacy".  /\  natlon»o 
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existence  was  not  to  be  measured  by  decades,  and  it  was  ' 

essential,  therefore,  that  statesmen  charged  with  the 

destinies  of  national  fix’  their  attention  on  long  term  < 

objective  rather  than  on  gaining  favorable  tactical 

positions,  which  were  after  all,  ephemeral.  The  most 

Important  of  these  objectives  was  a  stabilized  peace  to 

replace  Interludes  of  preparation  for  the  next  war.  Japan, 

like  the  United  States,  was  not  directly  Involved  In  the 

troubles  of  Europe;  and  It  was  his  thought  that  these  two 

nations,  which  were  the  only  Great  Powers  situated  outside  ' 

of  Furopo,  were  In  a  position  to  exercise  a  moderating 

Influence  on  Europe,  To  exercise  that  Influence  was  a 

duty  which  they  owed  their  own  peoples,  for  the  downfall  . 

of  Europe  would  enevltably  bring  with  It  the  downfall  of  { 

the  rest  of  the  world,  m  his  opinion,  the  first  step  which 

had  to  be  taken  was  to  check  the  tendency  toward  the  division 

of  Europe  Into  two  politlocily  hostile  camps.  He  wondered  ^  j 

whether  the  views  of  the  American  Government  were  responsive  i 

to  those  which  he  had  expressed  In  his  message  to  the  Secretary. 

I  said  that  the  American  Government  had  taken  a  lead,  ' 

in  reapect  of  both  time  and  empheala.  m  making  kno™  dlLord 
fact  that  natlona  are  today  Interdependent  and  that  dlacord 
between  any  natlona  la  a  matter  of  concern  to  all  othera.  'i 

Rla  moaaage  to  the  Secretary  did  not,  I  aald,  contain  any  e 

definitive  auggeatlon  aa  to  how  the  snlted  statea  and  Japan  • 
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might  proceed  toward  averting  war  In  Europe.  The  principal 
difficulty,  In  my  opinion,  In  the  way  of  the  collaboration 
which  he' had  suggested  In  talking  to  me  was  Japan's  policies 
and  actions  In  China.  I  felt  certain  that  the  American 
Government  would.  In  other  more  happy  circumstances,  have  •  ' 

9 

welcomed  Japanese  cooperation  toward  alleviating  the  threat  j 

to  peace  In  Europe’ whl ch,  the  great  majority  of  Americans 
believed,  arises  from  the  policies  and  actions  of  Germany 
and  Italy;  and  I  doubted  whether  the  American  people  would 
favor  oo-llaboratlon  with  a  nation  which  It  believed  to  be 
following  In  the  Far  Fast  precisely  those  policies  and 
actions  that  ore  considered  to  be  the  root  of  the  trouble 

I 

In  Furope  •  I  also  said  that  the  American  people  have 

laid  before  them  nearly  every  day  reports  of  bombings  of 

American  property  and  of  other  Instances  of  violations  of 

American  rights  and  Interests  In  China.  The  Foreign  Office 

was  trying  to  exculpate  the  Japanese  military  authorities 

by  pleading  military  necessity  or  lnadvert«noe ,  but  enough 

hod  happened  to  Justify  belief  that  the  the  Japanese 

authorities.  In  China  at  least,  were  systematically  and 

dellbe»»ately  trying  to  expel  American  and  other  foreign 

Interests  from  China.  The  views  of  the  American  people  in 

these  respects  were,  I  said,  very  definitely  formed.  I 

could  not  but  feel,  therefore,  that  the  adjustment  of  the 

conflict  In  China  on  terms  satisfactory  to  all  concerned 

^  • 

would  have  to  be  a  condition  precedent  te  that  degree  of 

I 
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oollaboration  between  the  United  States  and  Japan  which 
could  reasonably  be  expected  to  bring  about  the  desired 
results  In  puropa . 

'  The  Prime  Minister  observed  that  he  was  well  aware  of 
the  state  of  feeling  which  prevailed  In  the  united  States 
against  Japan.  The  American  people  had  assumed  that 

Japan  had  deliberately  provoked  the  conflict  In  China 

<  \ 

with  a  view  uo  seizing  t2»  more  populated  and  productive 

parts  of  that  oovintry,  but  he  felt  confident  that  the 
American  Government  realized  that  It  had  not  been  the 

original  Intention  or  doslre  of  Japan  to  do  anything  more 

\ 

than  to  protoci;  its  righes  in  North  China.  It  was  also 
supposed  by  Amdricans  that  Japan  Intended  to  close  the 
Open  Door  In  China;  and  bo  his  regrect  the  actions  of  the 
Japanese  authorities  In  China  were  not  entirely  reconclla- 
ble  with  the  desire  of  the  Japanese  Government  to  respect 
foreign  righta  and  interests  In  China .  But  he  wondered  whether 
the  American  Ooveruiaent  realized  that  the  Jaj^nese  people 
labored  under  a  very  real  feeling  of  grievance  against 
the  occidental  powers,  especially  Great  Britain.  When 
the  Great  War  broke  out,  Japan  waa  an  ally  of  Great 
Britain.  There  were  no  legal  obligations  on  Japan  to 
support  her  ally,  but  she  conceived  that  she  had  a  taolral 
obligation  to  do  so.  She  accordingly  declared  war  against 
Germany,  her  navy  undertook  operations  against  the  German 
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fleet  In  the  Pacific,  her  merchant  ma^’lne  cooperated  in 

varloua  ways,  and  finally  her  military  forces  eliminated 

Germany  from  Shantung.  ”The  only  thanks  we  got  from' 

Great  Britain",  continued  Baron  Hlranuma ,  "was  the 

abrogation  of  that  very  alliance  which  lnapli*ed  Japan 

to  support  Great  Britain."  Again,  the  rights  which  Japan 

« 

had  acquired  in  Manchuria  as  a  result  of  her  war  with 

Pussla  and  later  by 'agreement  with  China  were  essential 

to  Japan;  nevertheless,  the  efforts  of  China  to  prejudice 

those  rights  were  regarded  by  Great  Britain  and  the  Uhlted 

States  with  complacence,  if  not  with  benevolence;  China 

took  courage  to  persist,  with  the  result  that  Japan  had 

to  resort  to  force  In  1931  to  protect  those  righto.  Finally, 

the  Japanese  people  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  Nine 

Power  Treaty  and  the  Naval  Treaties  oporate<^,  not  to 

stabilize  peace  in  the  For  ^ast,  but  to  bind  Japan  against 

safeguarding  her  interests  in  China.  So  lonct  as  the 

/ 

Japanese  people  felt  that  It  had  just  cause  for  grievance, 
it  was  politically  impossible  for  his  government  or  any 
government  which  would  succeed  him  to  bring- about  complete 
equality  of  opportunity  In  China  for  all  nations. 

The  Japanese  people,  Baron  Hlranuma  continued,  have 

V 

considerable  sympathy  for  Germany  and  Italy,  as  they 
conceive  these  countries  to  be  In  many  Important  respects 
In  the  same  position  as  Japan.  It  was  not  to  be  expected 
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that  Germany  would  have  permitted  herself  to  remain  under 
the  restrictions  of  the  Versailles  Treaty,  not*  that  Italy 
would  have  been  content  to  be  dependent  on  other  nations 
for  supplied- of  raw  materials.  At  the  same  time,  the 
consequences  of  efforts  on  their  part  to  redress  their 
grievances  by  force,  or  of  the  stubborn  refusal  of  the 
democratic  nations  to  offer  to  correct  these  grievances 
could  not  possible  to  confined  to  the  protagonists  in  the 
European  quarrel  but  would  have  to  be  shared  by  other 
nations*  He  referred  to  my  observation  that  the  settle¬ 
ment  of  the  China  conflict  would  probably  have  to  be  a 
condition  precedent  to  Joint  Amerlcan-Japonese  efforts  to 
moderate  the  situation  in  Europe.  If  that  were  to  be  the 
view  of  the  American  Government,  any  hone  of  proceeding 
along  the  course  which  he  had  in  mind  would  have  to  be 

’  abandoned.  The  objectives  which  Japan  has  had  in  China 

« 

are  essential  for  her  security  in  a  world  of  sanctions, 
embargoes,  closing  of  markets  to  foreign  competition,  and 
lack  of  free  access  to  haw  materials,  and  so  long  as  such 
conditions  exist  any  moderation  or  her  objectives  in  China 
and,  therefore,  of  her  peace  terms,  could  not  be  considered. 
Nevertheless  if  conditions  could  be  brought  about  which 
would  assure  to  all  nations  markets  for  the  world's  goods 
on  the  basis  of  q\iallty  and  price  and  supplies  of  the 
materials  which  they  needed,  the  importance  to  Japan  of 

/r 
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securing  a  market  and  sources  of  raw  materials  In  China 
would  greatly  diminish;  and  by  the  same  token  there  would 
not  be  the  urge  that  there  now  la  on  Germany  and  Italy  to 
expand  at  the  expense  of  weaker  and  smaller  nations. 

Paron  Hlranuma  stated  that  the  conditions  which  brought 
about  the  situations  in  the  Par  Fast  and  Europe  are  not 
local  but  universal  in  character,  and  that  neither  situation 
could  be  settled  in  a  manner  calculated  to  bring  about  a 
stablllized  peace  unless  the  conditions  which  broiight  them 
about  were  corrected. 

Paron  Hlrcnuma  said  that  the  belief  was  widely  held 
abroad  that  Japan  was  considering  a  military  alliance  with 
Germany  and  Italy.  He  had  endeavored  to  explain  frankly 
the  basis  of  Japanese  sympathy  for  Germany  and  Italy,  and 
he  could  say  quite  definitely  that  the  basis  of  what 
appeared  to  bo  a  concerting  of  Japanese  policy  with  that 
of  Germany  and  Italy  lay  in  the  fact  that  all  three  cotintrlea 
are  in  the  sane  economic  strategic  position.  He  personally 
was  of  the  opinion  that  Japan,  whose  government  would  for 
all  time  to  come  rest  on  the  sanctity  of  the  Imperial 
Family,  could  not  tie  Itself  by  special  relations  to 
any  foreign  government  whose  stability  depended  oti  the 
continued  ewlatence  and  political  prestige  of  one- Individual . 
There  were  both  In  Germany  and  Italy  political  currents 
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flowing  beneath  the  surface  which,  In  his  view,  would 
gravely  prejudice  confidence  In  any  political  arrange¬ 
ment,  such  os  an  alliance,  which  Japan  might  make  with 
whose  countries.  Hidden  dissident;  elrtnents  would  be 
certain  bo  make  themselves  felt  In  time  of  war  and  thus 
are  to  be  reckoned  as  a  threat  to  the  success  of  Oerraan 
and  Ttallan  arms. 

At  this  point  we  were  Interrupted  by  notice  that 
dinner  was  served.  Che  oonVvTrsation  during  dinner  was 
not  In  any  way  pertinent  to  the  subject  of  this  despatch, 
being  confined  to  diacusalons  of  points  In  Chinese 
philosophy,  pcrocnal  reminlscenoes,  and  so  on,  the  Prime 
Minister  disc  ours  in  a  meat  lntei*estlng  manner. 

Returnlr^  to  h.la  Jtt.dy,  the  Prime  Minister  said  that  he 
wished  to  draw  together  the  various  threads  of  our 
conversations,  as  follows: 

The  yjnlted  States. and  Japan  were  the  only  powers 
which  oould  help  to  prevent  the  crystallization  of  the 
trend  toward  the  division  of  Europe  Into  armed  camps. 

There  can,  however,  be  no  confident  hope  that  a  permanent 
peace  can  be  established  until  the  world-wide  economic 
and  political  conditions  which  bring  about  unrest  in  Furope 
and  in  the  Far  Fast  can  be  corrected:  and  If  an  interna¬ 
tional  conference  can  be  called  to  solve  the  problems 
which  create  unrest,  Japan  would  be  prepared  to  agree  to 
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the  Inclusion  of  the  Far  Eastern  situation  among  the 
problems  to  be  dlscsuaeed.  Before  any  call  for  such  a 
conference  cou!Ld  be  Issued,  Great  Britain  and  Prance,  and 
Germany  and  Italy,  woull  have  to  be  sounded  out.  If  the 
President  '■•ere  prepa-red  "to  make  a  confidential  approach 
to  the  European  democracies;  he  would  be  glad  to  approach 
Oemiuny  and  Italy;  and,  If  there  were  returned  favorable 
replied  by  these  nations,  he  would  be  glad  to  have  the 
President  call  the  conference  under  such  conditions  as 
might  be  agreed  upon  after  discussion  through  normal 
diplomatic  channels. 

I  wish  to  make  it  clear,  before  setting  forth  cer¬ 
tain  conclusion  which  I  draw  from  thes**  conversations, 
that  I  do  not  put  forward  the  views  of  those  Japanese  - 
even  though  they  be  persons  of  great  Importonce  and 
Influence  -  who  harbor  hopes  of  restoring  good  relations 
with  the  demoeratlo  nations,  as  being  necessarily  the 
views  of  the  Japanese  Government .  These  are,  however, 
the  views  of  a  powerful  element  In  the  Government;  they 
may  prevail  or  they  may  not,  but  they  cannot  be  Ignored. 

Any  observer  who  Is  In  any  way  sensitive  to  things 
not  seen  would.  If  be  were  In  Tokyo  today,  become  aware 
of  the  groping  for  security  against  the  gathering  storm 
In  Purope .  I  should  perhaps  add  parenthetically  that  the 
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T^uropean  slbuntlon  today  has  assumrd  primary  proportions, 
and  that  it  v/ould  be  v1 '.ionary  to  suppose  that  the  present 
confusion  concerning  the  course  which  Japan  should  folio./ 
is  due  to  despondence  ever  the  apparently  ineffectual 
hostilities  in  China,  I’he  Army  and  other  eleni^^nts  which 
have  thus  far  controlled  China  policy  have  assi-aed  that 

A 

the  Par  ^astern  conflict  could  be  permanently  and  com¬ 
pletely  insulated  against  repercussions  from  situations 
elsewhere,  as  they  did  not  look  to  American  and  other 
occidental  armed  intervention  in  that  conflict.  Although 
reference  has  been  made  in  the  ’Rmbassy's  telegrams  to  the 
effects  of  the  President's  message  to  Chancellor  nitler, 

I  do  not  believe  that  I  could,  by  further  reference  to 
that  message,  exaggerate  the  Impulse  which  it  had  toward 
persuading  the  Japanese  Oovernmoit  to  realize  that  there 
may  be  grave  danger  of  Involvement  with  the  United  States 
"not  directly  across  the  Pacific  but  by  wav  of  Europe",  as 
one  Japanese  put  it  to  me,  T  should,  however,  rlace  that 
observation  in  proper  perspective.  A  threat  by  the  United 
States  to  eject  Japan  from  China  would,  I  am  confident,  be 
resisted.  But  if  war  were  to  break  out  in  Europe  with 
the  united  States  participating  on  the  side  of  Great  Britain 
and  Prance,  the  outcome  in  the  view  of  those  Japanese  who 
think  along  rational  lines  would  admit  of  no  doubt.  With 
Germany  and  Italy  crushed,  the  prospect  of  confronting  the 
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Victors  would  not  be  a  palctabl**  one  to  Jacan. 

There  are,  therefore,  the  situation  which  seems  to 
be  developing  but  two  courses  for  Japan  to  follow  -  either 
to  go  over  unreservedly  to  the  totalitarian  side,  or  to 
restore  good  relations  with  those  nations  which.  In  the 
opinion  of  one  element  of  the  Japanese  Ocvernment,  would 
be  the  victors.  True,  in  rejecting  the  proposal  to  Join 
Germany  and  Italy  in  an  alliance,  Japan  provlslbnally 
chose  a  third  course  -  neutrality.  I  am  inclined, 

I 

however,  to  doubt  whether  there  are  many  Japanese  who 

( 

confidently  believe  that  nnutrality  would  afford  security. 

The  arguments  of  those  who  believe  in  the  superior  power  J 

•  » 

cf  Germany  and  Italy  are  obvious  and  simples  Japan  has  only 

,  '  • 

to  associate  therself  with  those  countrl'^s  and  wait  for 
the  European  war  to  pick  China  like  a  ripe  plur .  But, 
for  those  Japanese  who  have  other  views  concerning  the 
power  bf  Germany  and  Italy,  there  Is  but  one  way  by 

•  ^ 

which  Japan’s  security  can  be  safeguarded,  and  that  Is 

to  bring  the  conflict  with  China  to  an  end  on  some 

reasonable  terms.  Here  again  I  wish  to  make  it  clear  that  -jJ 

the  desire  for  a  settlement  of  the  conflict  does  not  derive  h 

•  ‘  •  '’jl 

from  moral  regeneration  but  from  realization  of  stark  facta. 

*  4 

In  concluding  this  despatch,  which  is  already  -  * 

unconscionably  long,  I  wish  briefly  to  allude  to  the  J 

\ 

i 
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discrepancy  between  the  atcltude  of  the  Prime  Minister 
aR  indicated  In  his  conversation  with  mo  and  that  of  the 
Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs,  whose  preoccupation  over 
the  Anglo-Soviet  negotiations  has  already  been  mentioned. 
It  is  obvious  that  the  doslre  of  the  Prime  Minister  for 
American  collaboration  to  bring  about  peace,  in  Europe 
(and  in  the  Par  i^ast)  oannoc  bo  reconciled  with  the 
readiness,  which  la  almost  an  eagerness,  on  the  part  of 
the  Foreign  Minister  to  meet  a  fancied  threat  from  Greet 
Britain.  These  two  points  of  view  reflect  conflicting 
policies,  arjd  which  of  these  policies  will  prevail  may 
perhaps  be  decided  by  events  of  the  next  few  days . 

Respectfully  yours. 


1 

•  :t 
!  ‘4 


EHDiC 


/¥>/pugene  H.  Dooman 
Charge  d 'Affaires  ad  interim. 


i 


''^.1 


rii 
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Letter  from  Admiral  H,  R.  Stark  to  Admiral  J.  0.  Richardson 
8  April  1940, 


8  April  1940, 

DEAR  JOt  I  have  Just  been  glancing  over  your  letter  of  8 
February  to  Admiral  Nlraltz  to  chock  my  memory  on  one  of  your 
questions  as  follows*  I  did  It  because  of  some  Infbrmctlon  V  . 

which  came  In  this  morning,  Xj 

(a)  Is  "CinCus  facing  trouble  In  the  Western  Pacific" 
so  surely  as  to  warrant  giving  that  consideration  greater 
weight  in  the  preparation  of  the  flag  slate  than  the 
usual  peacetime  considerations  of  training  flag  officers 
for  higher  command*  If  so,  the  best  should  be  kept  at, 
or  ordered  to  sea, 

I  believe  Nlmltz  answered  your  letter  but  was  not  able  to 
answer  the  above  question.  I  want  now  to  answer  that  question 
with  an  emphatic  affirmative.  ^  I  believe  the  situation  In  the 
'Far  East  Is  continually  deteriorating  so  far  as  our  relations 
with  Japan  are  concerned.  I  may  be  unduly  pessimistic  but  I 
do  want  to  communicate  mv  thoughts  for  what  they  are  worth  and 
I  might  add  they  are  backed  by  some  pretty  concrete  evidence. 

I  think  you  should  continually  keep  uppermost  In  your  mind  the 

possibility  of  trouble  in  the  Orient,  and  the  means  to  meet  It. 

• 

The  President  has  been  troubled  with  a  bad  cold  and  we  are 
about  t^o  weeks  overdue  In  an  appointment  with  him;  however,  we 
are  hoping  we  will  have  it  within  the  next  few  days  and  after 
he  has  agreed  to  the  topside  slate  we  will  send  you  his  desires 
for  your  further  recommendations  lower  down, 

I  *am  also  in  hearty  accord  with  the  last  paragraph  of  your 
letter  and  to  save  you  the  trouble  of  checking  I  am  quoting  It: 

"If  the  eminence  of  trouble  does  not  outweigh  other  considera¬ 
tions,  I  think  that  the  most  promising  material  for  high  command 
should  be  given  adequate  sea  experience  at  the  expense  of  the 
less  promising,  and  that  a  long  range  plan  should  be  prepared 
with  a  vlow  to  having  the  best  possible  available  with  recent 
Fleet  experience  and  with  adequate  time  to  serve  when  those 
now  In  high  position  In  the  Fleet  stop  out  of  the  picture," 

Here's  hoping  the  Maneuvers  are  highly  beneficial  from  every 
standpoint. 

Every  good  wish  as  always,  - 

/s/  BETTY. 
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Letter  from  Admiral  H*  R.  Stark  to  Admiral  J.  0,  Richardson 

7  May  1940, 


(Copy  of  Mr,  Edison's  letter  of  5/7  enclosed) 

Confidential  Itoiled  5/8/40  to  catch  clipper 

of  5/14 

7  MAY  1940, 

Dear  J,  0.:  Just  hung  up  the  telephone  after  talking  with 
the  President  and  by  the  time  this  reaches  you  you  will  have 
received  word  to  remain  in  Hav/ollrn  Waters  for  a  couple  of 
weeks. 


When  the  Fleet  returns  to  the  Coast  (and  I  trust  the  delay 
will  not  be  over  two  weeks,  but  I  cannot  tell)  the  President 
hrs  oskod  that  the  Fleet  schedule  bo  so  arranged  thrt  on  ex¬ 
tremely  short  notice  the  Fleet  be  able  to  return  concentrated 
to  Hawaiian  ¥/aters.  This  will  present  somer/hct  of  a  problem' 
in  lugging  around  more  oil  with  you  perhaps  than  usual  and 
keeping  more  provisions  on  board  because  if  action  is  wanted 
it  will  bo  wanted  quickly.  As  far  os  I  can  see,  your  pro¬ 
posed  schedule  meets  this  requirement  and  unless  you  hear  to 
the  contrary  you  moy  assume  it  okay,  *• 

I  am  glad  you  v/ant  to  run  East  to  have  a  talk  in  the  Depart¬ 
ment,  Had  you  not  suggested  it.  I  would  have  myself.  We  have 
been  making  some  close  exominatlons  into  the  Wor  Plans  recent¬ 
ly  and  I  remarked  at  the  trlmo  I  v/ished  you  could  have  been 
present,  I  trust  yoor  arrival  hoie  will  not  be  delayed  over 
about  two  weeks,  beyond  v/hat  it  normally  would  hove  been. 

Of  course  you  know  the  thought  behind  the  above  and  that 
is  that  the  Italian  sixuation  is  e;<rrenely  delicate,  the  two 
weeks  ahead  regarded  as  criticolj  then  -  -  -  ?????  nobody  can 
answer  the  riddle  Just  now, 

I  am  still  hopeful,  that  our  Expansion  Bill  will  go  through. 
The  Appropriation  Bill  has  also  to  be  acted  on.  Other  than 
these  tro  items  nothing  of  particular  interest  that  I  con 
think  of  for  the  moment  from  the  Fleet  standpoint, 

I  hope  to  get  money  for  devotion  of  the  NEW  YORK,  TEXAS 
and  ARKANSAS  guns.  My  feeling  is  tlxat  these  ships  are  of 
little  use  as  is,  and  that  even  if  they  have  to  be  out  of 
the  Fleet  under  overhaul  at  a  critical  time,  we  should  go 
ahead  with  them.  Do  you  concur? 

Am  also  looking  into  the  question  of  one  or  two  more  flag 
officers  in  Atron  which  I  believe  you  desire, 


Am  delighted  you  are  able  to  give  War  Plans  your  personal 
attention.  Personally  I  think  it  is  one  of  our  most  Important 
jobs. 


1 

!  »  This  Is  just  thinking  out  loud  -  but  I 

L  this  over  with  you  when  you  are  here,  ^ 


D.  1500-E-l 


Letter  from  Admirrl  H,  R.  Stark  to  /dmlrel  J,  0,  Richardson 
7  Ifey  1940. 


I  know  you  have  a  tough  Job  in  juK’nitting  the  names  of  six 
rear  admirals  from  among  whom  t'nreo  may  be  err  marked  for 
furlough,  I  have  got  to  do  the  sa^.e  myself.  If  you  and 
Peck  agree  It.  will  autonir t.lcal'iy  make  It  easior.  I  Just 
mentioned  to  the  President  cbc  jdvi.trbllity  of  appointing 
the  three  of  us  to  conetituto  a  Lverd  to  actually  meet  and 
make  this  renonmerdation.  This  wc'n3d  take  away  any  political 
repercussions  so  JV.r  as  the  President  is  concerned.  However, 
he  didn't  take  to  this  idea  and  said  ail  he  wanted  v;as  to 
be  told  vcr Daily  the  n.anos, 

Viith  best  wishes  as  always 


Sincerely, 


/s/  BETTY. 


K/JlDror 


Admiral  J.  0.  R 
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Excerpt  from  Exhibit  No,  37  of  Joint  Committee  on  the 
Investigation  of  the  Peer!  Harbor  Attack  -  Congress  of  the  I 

United  States,  Seventy-Ninth  Congress,  First  Session.  i 

] 

EXHIBIT  NO.  37 
BASIC  EXHIBIT  OP  DESP/TCHES 
(46)  6  December  1941  to  COM  14,  Action;  OPNAV 

3 

(46)'  Top  Secret, 

December  6,  1941 
From;  COM  FOURTEEN 
Action;  OPNAV 
Info; 

060114 

Believe  local  Consul  has  destroyed  all  but  one  system  although 
presumably  not  Included  your  eighteen  double  five  of  third. 
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Lauohlln  Ourrle 


•  •  Ohuneklna,  November  25,  1p41 

« 

I 


After  dlseusslne  with ^ths’^OenereUsBimo  the  Chinese  Ambsssai^or* a 
conference  with  the  Secretary,  of  §tete,  I  feel  you  should  urirently 
advise  the  President  cf  the  C^or^isslro*  s  very  stronr  reaction.  I 
have  never  seen  him  really  eeitated  before,  ro#)Renlnc  of  economic 
pressure  or  unfreealna  would  dj^natjrously  Increase  Jenen’s  military 
advantage  In  China.  A  relp.xa^'on  American  nresaure  while  Janan  hes 
<4  Its  forces  In  China  »'Ould  disn^  ^e  Chinese,  Any  '‘Modus  Vivendi” 
now  arrived  at  with  China  would  be  disastrous  to  Chinese  belief  In 
America  and  analopous  to  the  cl owing  of  the  Burda  Rosd,  which 
permanently  destroyed  BrlVtahyi  Hi«lieer,*»  Jacmn  end  Chlnepo  defeatists 
would  instantly  oyuloit  the  reeultine  disillusionment  snd  urge  oriental 
solidarity  agalnet  oocldentsl  j^re^chacy.  It  Is  doubtful  whether  either 
.past  asslstrnce  or  Increasing y Id  cou^d  comoensate  for  the  feeling  of 
being  deserted  at  this  hour,  -The  Qenerallosimo  has  deep  confidence  In 
the  Ihresldent'o  fidelity  to  his  consistent  oolloj'  but  I  ouat  warn  you 
that  even  the  Oenerallsalaio  quesolbne  hla  ability  to  hold  the  situation 
^  together  If  the  Chinese  national  trust  In  America  Is  undermined  by 
reports  of  Jaoan's  escaping  military 'defeat  by  diolomatie  victory. 


Lattimore 


% 


Copy  of  Ueeaage  Tra:\Bmlttpd  to  Secretary  Sticson  by 

Ur,  T,  V,  Soongj.Und^  Cover  of  a  Letter  Dated  November  25. 

« 

•'mEORAM'raOM  03»n!JHfL  CHIANO  IfM  ,T0  DR.  T.  V. 

aoom  DAf^SHuwS^o,  nov^”S  fes,  I94i 
«  •  ,  *  * 

"I  presume  Ambassador  Hu'’Shi)i  has  given  you  a  cony  of  hy  telegram 
yesterday.  Please  convey  contents  of  th®  message  to  Secretaries  Knox  and 
Stlfflson  Imnedlately. 

.  • 
t . 

"Please  exolaln  to  them  ihe -gravity  of  the  situation.  If  Amorlca  should 
relax  the  economic  blockade  and  freezing  <Sf  Jacanese  assets,  or  even  If 
renorta  that  the  Dnltej^  S^pt^  Is  c^^sldaring  this  should  gain  currency,  the 
morale  of  our  troops  win -be  aor*5y  ahsVen,*  During  the  naat  two  months  the 
Jananeae  nropaganda  have  snread  the  beliaf  that  in  November  an  egreement 
will  be  successfully  reached  with* the  United  States,  They  have  evon  come 
to  a  silent  but  none  the  les^  definite  UiVler standing  with  the  doubtful 
elements  In  our  country.  If,  therefore,  there  1  s  aiiy  rolaratlon  of  the 
embargo  or  flreozing  regulations,  or  if  a  belief  of  that  gains  ground,  then 
the  Chinese  oeoole  would  eonsldar  th«t  China  has  boen  comnlotely  sacrificed 
by  the  United  States.  The  mrjrale  of  the  entire  *neonlo  win  colleose  and 
every  Asiatic  nation  will  lose  faith,  and  Indeed  suffer  such  a  shock  In  th«lr 
faith  In  democracy  that  P  most  tragic  epoch  in  the  "orld  "lU  be  opened. 

The  Chinese  army  will  eollspse,  and  the  Japanese  will  b®  enabled  to  carry 
through  tbsir  plaidis,  so  that  even  If  In  the  future  America  would  come  to  our 
rescue  the/altustlon  would  be  already  hopeless.  Such  a  loss  would  not  be  to 
China  alone. 

ft 

"We  could  therefore  only  rejquest  the  United  States  Government  to  be 
unoonpromislng,  and  announce  that  If  th®  withdrawal  of  Japanese  armies  ft*ora 
China  Is’  not  settled,  the  question  of  relaxing  of  the  embargo  or  flreezlng 
could  not  be  considered,  ■  irj.  on.  th®  other  hand,  the  American  attitude  remains 
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.  nebulous  Jcpaneso  oronogenda  *111  dally  nerform  Its  f»»ll  ouroose  so  that 
at  no  cost  to  them  this  oropaganda  will  effect  the  breakdown  of  our 
resistance.  Our  more  than  four  years  of  struggle  with  the  loss  of  count¬ 
less  lives  and  sacrifices  and  devastation  unparalleled  in  history  would 
have  been  In  vain,  Tlia  certain  collanae  of  our  resistance  will  be  an 
unparalleled  catastrophe  to  the  world,  and  I  do  not  Indeed  know  how 
history  In  future  will  record  tMs  episode, " 


BCCTRPT8  FR0*J  P^ARIWQS  B’^POR’*!  TtTS  JOINT  COWCTT^  ON  ?»»»;  INTWIOATIOf*  0?  "Hn? 
P»J«L  HARBOR  .YTTACK  -  CCNOR^  OF  TH"!  UNIT’®  OTATlia,  PART  14. 

PAO^  1160  -  1161. 
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Letter  from  Admiral  J.  0.  Richardson  to  Admiral  H.  R,  Stark 
13  May  1940, 


ClnC  Pile  No, 


UNITED  STATES  FLEET 
U.S.S.  FENI'SYLVANIA,  Flagship 


i'S’i: 


I'i 


Dear  Eott:y' 


When  fm*: 

i-  j  ■* 

0  c  tn 

-1- 

.d 

iHSlt  .T( 

/  he  took 

with  him 

to  ’’'ashing  tor- 

iCiT:--! 

<  A 

1m 

.‘'.:ciy  1* 

I'.coh 

•r,  -as  to 

vthat 

mi  ght  be  acc-c-u 

rib*'' 

T  to 

,c  r 

ar:f 'i-t  rJ  c 

1  -in 

CnieP, 

.'nt’.er  the 

assumptior.'t 

tn  n. 

<•  M  )  . 

•  •  ^ 

J 

'»  ; 

ewo  a.'i 

a  '.U 

!'-rrt .  .fron 

diif  h 

Op- 12  wou.lj  :j--* 

"(j 

J  ( 

ac 

•7  inyiTj.'! 

•r‘.  t- 

:i  ba  O'.UM 

.ion-/ 

transmlttft.7 .  -/ 
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Chief  for  Uid 

.1.0  --i;: 

»  V  i  . 

T- 

j)Ul 
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Durlni-  7 

r '3 

c  y  -.i 

n;  c  in 

<Y>o  • 

N£ 

••/n;.  Dij- 

trict  It  v's.;  c-.;.:  1  r:'j >,e  o  short  of 

5'»-38  caliber.*  APfajo:  tion  at  kui-e 


I  am  u.nr.M^  to  gra-p  tho  refining  o.f  Cpnnv  dispatch 
112130  sent  at  jC-iv'.'  l^sl*  Eat'Ji’day,  b'.^t  ".v  ax’e  guessing 
that  the  Depj.r tn^n’:.  his  tert-itlveiy  approved,  with  mi.nor 
exceptions,  the  coaterits  of  the  mv^inoriiidur  preptred  for 
me  by  Hill,  and  tJiat  the  Department  will  correct  the  ammu¬ 
nition  situation  at  Mare  Island. 


The  assimptlons  under  whl.n  the  Hill  memorandian  was 
drown  up  and  oncer  rhich  all  other  operations  in  the  West¬ 
ern  Pacific  hove  previously  been  considered,  are  today 
all  different.  Previous  assumptions  end  estimates  of  the 
situation  no  longer  hold. 

It  seems  that,  under  present  world  conditions,  the 
paramount  thing  for  us  is  ihe  security  of  the  Western 
Hemisphere,  This,  ih  mv  opLijon,  transce.nds  everything  — 
anything  certainly  in  the  Far  East,  our  own  or  other 
interests. 

South  America  is  the  greatest  prize  yet  remaining 
to  be  grabbed.  Until  the  outcome  in  Europe  can  he  more 
clearly  seen,  security  In  the  V/estorn  Hemisphere  seems 
to  be  the  most  important  consideration  for  us, 

I  feel  that  any  -’ove  west  mepus  hostilities,  I  feel 
that  at  this  time  it  would  be  a  grave  mistake  to  become  . 
Involved  In  the  V/est  where  our  Interests,  although  impor¬ 
tant.  are  not  vital,  and  thereby  reduce  our  ability  to 
maintain  the  security  of  the  Western  Hemisphere  v/hlch  is 
vital. 


If  the  Fleet  is  to  go  v;est  it  can  only  start,  pro¬ 
perly  prepared  -  from  the  V/est  Coast  v;here  it  can  be  dock¬ 
ed,  manned,  a  cocked  and  stripped,  and  a  suitable  train 
assembled. 


Rest  ass'ired  that  althoug 
forruatlon  1  realize  yevs  p  i?'-; 
thre  If  tho  situctior. 
decides  we  should  tv-  W-ist,  r-ll 
all  we  have,  .  • 


. V  I  am  entirely  v/lthout  in- 
r'.c.M,  urd  I  v'ent  you  to  know 
'‘A.r^t  vhat  higher  authority 
of  us  are  ready  tc  give 


These  are  somo  of  tlio  thinga  I  wanted  to  talk  to  you 
about,  and  since  I  cm  not  see  you,  I  feol  that  I  am  duty 
bound  to  write  you. 


-  1  - 
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D.  D.  1500-F-l  ,  „  «  Stark 

Utter  from  Adnlral  J.  0.  Richardson  to  Admlra  . 

May  1940. 

With  kindest  regards  rnd.’jest  vrishes, 

Very  sincerely  yours, 

/s/  J.  0.  Richardson 

Please  acknov.'ledge  rscclpt  by  iesp»^tch. 

Admiral  H.  R.  Stark,  U.  S.  Nrvy 
The  Chief  of  Naval  Operations 
Navy  Department 

Vfpshlngton,  D,  C.  ,  tn 

P,  S.  On  9  Aorll  I  sent  g’:^\|i.bor'^°to  serve  as 

simulate  a  raicl.ig  force  ®8alnst  Peai  and  Army  bombers, 

In  Sbjeot  for  >*itaok  by  om  patrol  pla  es^aw 

Andrews  reported  sighting  wavy  paT,iux 

see  any  Army  bombers.  • 

To.f.y  we  were  ^?o°^Jr?®^^Horever,  our 

0630,  but  did  not  see  any  ” s  from  fairly  short 

rSfav’y  p^fte'  caps  so  that  It  .as 

difficult  to  see  the  sutmarines. 

While  the  Secretary  °n  5°“5tn«°Slo3e  aboard. 

out  ’.ils  even- getting  . his  feet  we  . 

Today  one  of  the  °^'„rbit"the“?"not  and 

rssU:rw1r^--reMS^^ 


1700. 


The  PENNSYLVANIA  should  anchor  in  Lchaina  about 
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D.  D.  1500 -Jf-a 

Letter  from  Adriral  J*  0«  Rie)^dton  .to  Adnlral  H.  R*  Stark 
June  1940.  (With  enclosures) 


••COPY" 


U.  S.  S.  INDIANAPOLIS, 

Pearl  Harbor,  T.  H. 

Tuesday,  18  June  1940 


Department  placing  Army  in  this  area  on  the  »Alert*' ,  This 
was  done  with  special  emphasis  on  possible  carrier  and 
plane  attacks.  He  asked  Bloch  for  a  distant  air  patrol 
and  inner  air  patrol. 

I  explained  to  Bloch  your  present  patrol  plan  and 
Informed  him  that  I  rould  establish  Immediately  an  inner 
patrol  which  I  did  at  1300  yesterday  and  am  continuing 
same.  General  Herron  desires  that  a  VP  patrol  be  estab«> 
lished  covering  western  semi-circle  with  Oahu  as  center 
Instead  of  present  VP  patrol  from  Lahalna  which  as  you 
know  covers  from  220  to  335  distance  180  miles. 

I  agree  with  Herron  and  I  have  VP  to  establish  such 
a  patrol  which  must  begin  at  dawn  each  day.  • 

I  have  discussed  this  matter  with  Fitch  who  is 
ready  to  start  when  you  give  the  order. 

I  have  also  Informed  Rear  Admiral  Calhoun  in  secret. 

If  you  desire  this  patrol  established  in  lieu  of 
present  patrol  I  suggest  that  you  send  Combasefor  a  mess¬ 
age  "Affirm  patrol"  and  this  new  patrol  will  be  started 
tomorrow.  Such  a  patrol  is  pictures  as  below t 


Sector  to  be  searched  daily  -  Western  semi-circle.  The 
Army  will  cover  night  patrol,  leaving  us  day  patrol  only 

Calhoun  and  I  are  awaiting  Instructions. 

Respectfully, 

/s/  Adolphus  Andros 


I  sent  "Affirm  Patrol"  to  Andrev's  on  receipt  of  this. 

J 

(Defense  Note:  Above  sentence  in  "handwriting.") 
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Excorpt  from  Exhibit  No,  33  of  Oio  Joint  Committoo  on  tho 
Investigation  of  tho  Ponrl  Hr.rh  :  Attack  -  Qongress  of  tho 
United  Stntts,  Seventy -Ninth  Coi.jjross,  First  Session, 


EXHIBIT  NO,  33  .  , 

I 

r^ILITARY  INTELLIGENCE' ESTT!iATSS  PREPARED  DEPARTJIENT, 

WAShlNGTON,  D.C, 

(9)  16  August  194-1,  Subject:  Developments  in  tho  Par  Eastern 

Situation. 

(Excerpt) 

I.  B.  112 

AUGUST  16,  1941. 

liemorandum  for  the  Chief  of  Staff: 

Subject:  Developments  in  tho  Far  Eestern  Situation. 


3.  Since  the  adoption  of  the  policy  outlined  in  paragraph  1 
above  Japan  has  secured  military  and  economic  control  of  Indo¬ 
china,  is  in  a  position  to  rnforoo  her  ’nllit.nry  and  economic 
demands  on  Thailand  and  to  threaten  the  vital  Burna  railroad  arl 
road,  and  has  increased  tho  strength  of  the  Kuantung  trjiy  (in 
Manchoukuo)  to  about  600,000  officers  and  men  as  opposed  to  a 
Russian  force,  oast  of  Lake  Baikal,  of  obout  400,000,  The 
following  factors,  however,  unfavorable  to  the  successful  imple¬ 
mentation  of  Japan's  aggressive  policy,  have  been  injected  into 
the  sittxition: 

a.  The  German  time-table  fo:  the  subjugation  of  the  U.S.S.R. 
has  gone  awry. 

b.  Tho  United  States  and  Groat  Britain  have  frozen  Japanese 
assets. 

c.  Great  Britain  has  announced  an  embargo  in  exports  to  Japan. 

d.  The  American,  British  and  Dutch  armed  forces  in  the  south¬ 
western  Pacific  have  been  materially  strengthened. 

e.  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  have  pledged  aid  to  the 
U.S.S.R.  and  additional  aid  to  China. 

f.  The  President  of  the  United  States  and  the  Prime  Minister 
of  Greet  Britain  have  announced  accord  on  an  olght  point  program 
^ich.  while  not  mentioning  Japan  by  name,  presents  a  long-range 
throat  to  her  position  as  an  Axis  Power  and  to  the  retention  of 
her  conquests. 


5.  There  are  clear  Indlcrtlons  that,  in  spite  of  tho  decisions 
outlined  in  Paragraphs  1  and  2  above,  the  Japanese  Government  is 
willing  to  take  extraordinary  diplomatic  measures  to  keep  the 
United  States  out  of  tho  war,  at  least  temporarily.  There  ore 
indications  that  Japan  is  unwilling  to  commit  horself  to  the 
extent  that  Germany  would  like  to  see  her 'committed.  There  ore 
indications  that  Japan  realizes. that  she  must  make  some  concessionr 
to  the  strong  political  stand  now  taken  by  tho  United  States,  oven 
though  those  concessions  consist  largely  in  further  conversations 
and  negotiations. 


over  increaslni 
the  best 


6.  Considering  all  of  tho  above,  this  Division  believes  that 
forceful  diplomacy  vis-a-vis  Japan,  including  tho  application  of 

^military  and  economic  pressure  on  our  part,  offers 
iw’.galning  time,  tho  best  possibility  of  preventl  g 
litl99  in  the  Pacific  area  and  of  the  eventual 
bipartite  Pact.  The  exercise  of  increasingly 
nCcy'.V  the  United  States  is  clearly  Indicntec 
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EXIilBIT  NO.  38 
(Copy) 


Drafting  Section: 

Administrative 
Drafting  Officer 

T.J.B. 

G-2  File  Number: 


PARAPHRASE  OF  AN  OUTGOING  SECRET  RADIOGRAM 


No.  40,  Sent  Dec.  3»  1941 
Date:  Decoraber  3»  i941 

To:  Military  Attache;  American  Embassy,  Tokyo,  Japan 

Memorize  emergency  kev  word  #2  for  use  of  SIGNUD  without  repeat 
without  indicators,  destroy  document  stop  SIGNNQ,  SIGPAP  and 
SIGNDT* should  bo  retained  and  used  for  all  communications  except 
as  last  resort  when  these  documents  should  be  destroyed  and  mem¬ 
orized  SIGNUD  used  stop  destroy  all.  other.  War  Department  ciphers 
and  'eodei  at 'once  and  notify  'by  code  word  BINAB  stop  early-  'i’ 
i^uptij^ ■  of  diplomatic  relations  with  Japan  has  been  indicated;''  - 


Depairtmenf  informed  you -may  advise  Ambassador 
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Defen ne  DueuMif-nt  Kof  F-5 

T«-.LXR;ii  sr’T 
D-'^pARrjT?::  r.?  state 


XishlrKbr.!. 
yovem*'tx*  i7»  I'll**! 


AIO’iAS&Y, 

TVltiO 


coskt^entiMj  rr)r:  TiP  irBAriDAioa 


In  th  j  llr’h-  oT  tue  bttltuiie  of  Adniral  Komurp  pral  r?i'.  If  jrvpu  t,ncn 
they  r?re  Ivinocfl  cn  Kovenbcr  26  fni-  cor(5lflo**ntif>n  the  riu  iv.,T.''r.t  fVn<.ric.-‘(^ 
in  a  eonfx^-Ate  talepriim  edd  of  PUuh  Indlcntions  pr  '^p  hr/^  c-inulptiveTy  hed 
i.f  bho  pcnerfti  pfctitudp  of  the  JfinpneRe  QoYern'fl'‘nv,  il-  '••o*'’rB  th*: 

rla<r-68lonr  uo  to  the  nroRont  time  hnvo  not  ipnent  »■•;  'f*‘-  n^iOidc^  pny 
b'el  ,  fcivea  naoh  nroi^lae  of  o  entlrfp'rtr-  r  rr... .  ni  e 

It  .la  ol  covree  too  oor:^  to  prfopt  nn/  dpfl.i5te  r-;;- ..Ira  ’ni«ti.pr  the 
dl6C«aslo;  a  -ill  continue  a  '  ill  laoee,  but  tl.p  nTot.^bllity  thet  tnry  P!Hy 
leneo  eho.  Id  not  reoppt  not  jn  ?.oet  eleht  of  ^ 


Thu  r.rintej.oe  of  such  ’xot. *>011117  icnirps  v>w, -pr  pd-.)ia.''ble  ihat  »p 
civo  ccrae  advance  co.eai'^exptlon  to  v-rions  nr.-.bl  puis  Hilch  -.f.-y  as  a  ^ 
consequence  rrlf.e  In  ccnneetion  "ith  .im  ifoeeifm  ^oivlte  r  .stvbJ.xaanen  .s 


In  Jeopneae  teirlLor/.  As  Iftoae  ef  the  convrsp  .one  mj.J'hb  repui  t  .n 


withdrawal  of  ottr  ^iplrraatlc  ann  consular  r^^orppentatinn  frora  J«cnn,^  ic 
^uld  seem  to  U5  thet,  without  jciy  Intention  of  belne  elermlst  of  ten 
hastily  or\v\uc<fAng  eerioua  contlngoncles,  this  qucatlon  onoulc  he 
to  yoqr  ettentlon  .so  that  yr^a  xsy  have  It  well  in  mind  .r  case  xv  s.nra  d 
becbffo  nbhr.corry  for  the  Deoartnent  to  consult  you  in  ruRerd  to  ti-.o 
mn'ftlna  of  srrnr4:er.'‘nta  fr  the.  T)ac<?nR  of  official  and  cpr^onp. 
pno  the  emediticus  handl.  n#?  of  other  nattern  which  ‘-^uid  be  ^ 

the  closirj?  of  rur  Enonasy  end  Consulates.  It  is,  of  courr.e,  eclr-.*  chPu 
ell  ohasPT  of  the  uattor  be  considered  confidpnti.'>l  and  that  riussusblon 
of  it  be  kept  to  a  tiiniinuiae 


HULL 
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D.  D,  1500-G-l 

Letter  from  Adrilral  H,  R.  Stark  to  /dmlrrl  J.  0,  Richardson 
22  May  1940, 

H.  R.  S. 

Serial  013212  22  mY  1940, 

Secret 

DEAR  JOE;  When  VQ  sent  our  dispatch  it  looked  as  If  Italy 
Y/ere  coining  in  almost  iimaodiatoly  and  that  a  serious  situation 
might  develop  in  the  East  Indies,  and  that  there  was  a  possi¬ 
bility  of  our  being  involved.  Ho\/evor,  vhc  recent  "blitzkrieg" 
events  in  Europe  have  cevcain.y  altered  che  picture  for  the  time 
being.  Personally  I  think  it  haa  mode  r-note  (for  the 

moment  at  least)  the  question  of  a  w.sr.\Kard  rnoverent  of  the 
fleet,  I  agree  with  the  tenor  of  yow  io.:ieY  .  :y.\  you  will  be 
glad  to  knov/  I  had  already  so  o.'rpros.'jec'.  inyrolf  I  also  re¬ 
alize  events  may  change  this  picture  and  povsibly  over  night. 

With  regard  to  the  specific  questions  raised  in  your  letter 
of  13  May,  the  Joint  Plan  for  Rainbow  T\7o  is  about  complete, 
and  a  copy  of  it,  Including  the  studies  upon  wnJvh  it  is  based, 
\ylll  go  to  you  shortly  by  officer  messenger.  This  Joint  Plan 
embraces  in  general  all  the  basic  assumptions  listed  in  the 
memorandum  Hill  brought  East,  The  joint  tasks  of  this  plan 
will  require  the  operation  of  the  Fleet  in  general  with  the 
fleet  tasks  set  up  in  Hill's  memorandum, 

I  think  these  assumptions  arc  about  the  best  upon  which  a 
basic  plan  of  this  nature  can  be  promised,  although  in  any 
preliminary  operating  plan  which  you  may  prepare  at  present. 

I  think  you  should  assume  the  present  strength  and  disposition 
of  the  Fleet,  in  order  to  develop  the  problem  from  a  practical 
basis. 

As  you  got  time  in  these  strenuous  days,  I  believe  it  would  ^ 
be  advisable  for  you  to  go  ahead  with  the  preparation  of  a 
tentative  Fleet  Operating  Plan  for  Relnbov;  Two.  as  v/e  are  most 
anxious  to  have  the  benefit  of  your  detailed  study  of  the  diffi¬ 
culties  Involved,  and  the  logistic  and  other  requirements, 

I  wish  you  would  keep  constantly  in  mind  the  possibility  of 
a  complete  collapse  of  the  Allies,  Including  the  loss  of  their 
fleets,  A  very  probable  development  of  such  a  catastrophe  is 
visualized  in  the  Rainbov/  One  Plan,  Should  the  Allied  fleets 
pass  into  the  hands  of  the  Gomans,  however,  an  entirely  differ¬ 
ent.  and  far  more  serious  situation  would  exist.  I  would  appre¬ 
ciate  your  vlev/s  regarding  the  best  disposition  of  fleet  forces 
in  such  an  event. 

Regarding  the  5  inch  38  caliber  ammimltion  vie  have  realized 
the  deficiency,  and,  as  you  probably  kno\;,  Ordnance  has  now 
arranged  for  shipment  of  20,000  rounds  on  the  PYRO.  Wo  under¬ 
stand  that  this  will  complete  the  first  increment  of  the  mo¬ 
bilization  supply  on  board  and  will  give  some  room  for  target 
practice  ammuntlon.  It  is  my  \inderstandlng  that  there  v/111 
still  be  enough  on  shore  on  the  West  Coast  and  in  Hav;all  to 
meet  mobilization  requirements.  I  v/ould  be  glcd  if  you  t/ould 
confirm  this, 

I  find  that  the  6  inch  47  caliber  reserve  supply  on  the  West 
Coast  is  now  what  it  should  bo.  There  are  6,000  shells  out 
there  and  I  have  requested  the  Bureau  of  Ordnance  to  send  a 
like  quantity  of  powder  by  roil. 

We  .aro  taking  up  the  question  of  another  Flag  Officer  in  • 
ATRON  which  you  suggested.  We  hope  to  put  this  in  effect  in 
the  near  fut\ire;  the  idea  being  to  assign  this  officer  as 
Commander  Destroyers  Atlantic  Squadron,  Present  plan  is  to 
rig  up  something  on  the  DENEBOLA  for  him  to  use  as  an  Admin¬ 
istrative  Flog  Ship  and  then  assign  ad  Interiih  one  of  the  new 
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1500  ton  destroyers  as  a  Tactical  Flag  Ship  with  the  Idea  of 
recalling  fron  the  Fleet  the  SA-  PSON  (v;hich  seems  most  logi¬ 
cal  choice)  or  another  1850  destroyer  to  take  the  place  of 
this  new  1500  tonner  tentatively  assigned.  On  account  of 
the  antiaircraft  armament  on  the  1500  tonners  I  feel  that 
the  1500  tonner  V/ould  be  more  vclupble  to  you  than  the  SAMP¬ 
SON,  and  at  the  sane  time  the  SAl  PSON  would  give  a  little 
more  room  for  Flag  Quarters  and  Operating  Staff  accommodations, 

I  do  not  v:ant  to  tie  up  another  cruiser  as  a  separate  Flag 
Ship,  I  sometimes  feel  there  has  been  too  much  of  this  al¬ 
ready,  This  seems  to  be  the  best  solution  for  the  problem, 
unless  you  can  suggest  n  better  one. 

In  regard  to  the  disposition  of  cruisers  I  feel  that  the 
ST.  LOUIS  and  HELENA  should  Join  the  Fleet  os  soon  as  they 
are  out  of  the  Yard,  They  should  get  Fleet  Training,  They 
are  valuable  units  to  you.  If  wo  take  them  out  of  the  Atlan¬ 
tic  and  ?end  them  to  the  Pacific  I  must  replace  them.  Under 
the  present  situation  the  reduction  in  cruiser  strength  as 
It  is,  should,  If  anything,  be  augmented.  There  are  tv;o  possible 
solutions:  one,  to  assign  Rowcllff  and  Cruiser  Division  FIVE 
to  the  Atlantic,  This  would  give  two  heavy  cruiser  Divisions 
In  the  Hawaiian  Detachment  and  two  In  the  Atlantic.  The 
other  is  to  send  Fletcher's  Division,  Cruiser  Division  THREF, 
to  the  Atlantic  which  would  give  one  heavy  Cruiser  Division 
and  one  light  Cruiser  Division  In  the  Atlantic,  but  v/ould  re¬ 
duce  your  Light  Cruiser  strength  by  one  Division  and  vjould 
give  you  a  total  of  three  heavy  cruiser  divisions  in  the 
Pacific,  Of  course  as  soon  as  the  TRENTON  comes  home  from 
EiATope  we  will  have  her  overhauled  and  she  will  be  available 
for  duty  where  most  needed  in  the  Atlantic  or  Pacific  In  case 
either  Cruiser  Division  THREE  or  FIVE  is  sent  to  the  Atlantic, 
Please  let  me  have  your  perfectly  frank  reaction  to  the  above 
by  dispatch  (supplemented  by  air  mall  if  you  so  desire). 

You  may  draw  back  at  the  thought  of  reducing  your  cruiser 
strength  at  this  time  in  the  Pacific.  This  I  con  believe 
might  well  be  your  inclination,  -  os  it  would  be  mine.  But, 
as  I  indicated  above .  the  changing  situation  may  pujh  the 
decision  ono  way  or  the  other.  In  fact  the  picture  may  change 
by  the  time  you  get  this  letter  to  the  extent  that  it  may  be 
necessary  to  send  a  real  component  of  the  Fleet  to  the  Atlan¬ 
tic  much  as  ve  would  hate  to  do  so  and  thus  divide  our  forces. 


The  ST.  LOUIS  is  due  to  be  completed  in  Norfolk  15  July, 
The  HELENA  in  New  York,  9  July. 


The  situation  in  some  of  the  South  American  countries  gives 
real  cause  for  concern  -  and  I  soy  this  advisedly.  X£  Germany 
should  win  -  then  v/hat???? 

Wish  I  could  see  you  -  and  if  the  pressure  here  -  day  and 
night  ever  lots  up  -  I  hope  to  fly  out. 


Keep  cheerful. 

Sincerely, 

Admiral  J.  0,  RICHARDSON,  M 


/s/  BETTY, 


Commander  in  Chief .  U.  S^Flect , 

USS  "Penng^lvani^’^crl  Harbor. 


T.  H. 


P,  S.  Please  acknowledge  by  dispatch. 


Have  literally  lived  on  the  Hill  -  State  Dept,  -  &  House 
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for  last  several  days.  Thank  God  yesterday  I  finally  svamg 
support  for  170,000  men  and  34,000  marines.  Lots  still  in 
the  mill  -  but  I  hope  coming, 

I  hope  to  commission  the  remaining  35  DDs,  3  AOs  and  36  SS 
another  personnel  nightmare  for  the  fleet  -  but  I  simply 
couldn't  do  it  before. 


Hero's  hopin. 


BETTY, 
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"COPY" 


SECRET  and 


CO’rMP.NT/.rT 

FOURTEENTH  NAV/L  DISTRICT 
PEiRL  HARBOR,  T.H. 

'  I 

20  June  19^0 


Derr  Richardson: 

This  will  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  letter  dated 
20  June,  received  by  plane  this  morning;  I  note  the  contents 
thereof  and  will  carry  out  your  wishes  expressed  therein. 

General  Herron  received  a  dispatch  from  the  War  De¬ 
partment  the  other  day  which  stated  In  substance;  ’’Alert  your 
forces  against  hostile  oversea  raid.  This  must  be  done  In 
such  a  way  as  to  prevent  newspaper  publicity  or  notice  of 
foreign  Intelligence  agents.  Department  suggests  that  you 
do  this  on  a  maneuver  basis  In  order  to  accomplish  the  above.” 
General  Herron  brought  this  dispatch  down  to  me  and  told  me 
he  was  taking  the  necessary  action  and  hoped  that  the  Navy 
•could  see  Its  way  clear  to  have  an  off-shore  patrol  each  day 
and  do  anything  else  In  Its  power.  I  consulted  Andrews  and 
an  off-shore  and  Inshore  patrol  around  Pearl  Harbor  has  been 
arranged  concerning  which  you  have  been  advised  by  Calhoun. 

I  have  no  idea  of  how  long  this  situation  will  exist,  nor  as 
to  the  gravity  thereof;  for  two  days  I  had  out  the  Fleet 
iiiarlne  Force  and  their  anti-aircraft  g\ins  with  ammunition, 

I  called  them  In  yesterday  Inasmuch  as  It  was  nebessary  to 
keep  their  ammunition  under  tarpaulins  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  guns  and  this  did  not  look  like  a  very  safe  practice 
inasmuch  as  they  were  deployed  in  the  heart  of  the  navy 
yard.  My  Idea  Is,  If  something  more  definite  Is  not  heard 
by  Hondry,  I  will  probably  put  them  out  again  on  Monday 
and  on  a  distant  station  somewhere  near  the  Army  guns, 

I  have  many  things  of  relative  importance  and  un¬ 
importance  to  discuss  with  you.  Everything  goes  along 
smoothly  and  busily,  I  took  the  liberty  of  telling  Eddy 
that  I  thought  he  should  go  back  with  Rucker  in  the  plane 
today  without  giving  him  any  reasons. 

With  my  warmest  regards, 

•  ^ 

Sincerely, 


/s/  C.  C.  BLOCH. 

Admiral  J.  0.  Richardson,  U.S.N., 
Conraander-ln-Chief ,  United  States  Fleet, 

U.S.S,  PENNSYLVAEIA,  Flagship. 

CCB;kt 

.  ■ 
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Excerpt  from  Exhibit  No.  33  of  the  Joint  Cornmittoe  on  the 
Investigntion  of  the  Po-tI  larbor  Attack  -  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  Seventy-Ninth  Congress,  First  Session, 


EXHIBIT  NO,  33 


MILITARy  INTELLIGENCE  ESTIIKiTES  PREP/iRED  BY  G-2,  W/Jl  DEPART?1ENT 

WASHINGTON,  D,  C, 


(10)  20  August  194-1,  Subject:  Chinese  Resistance, 

(Excerpt) 

AUGUST  20,  1941 


IlenoronduD  for  the  Chief  of  Staff: 
Subject:  Chinese  Resistance* 


4,  General  Chu*s  visit indicates  r/hrt  ue  have 
had  from  other  sources  -  thftty.tbje!  Chinese  hero,  and  prosuaably  . 
also  In  Chungking,  .fear  that  they  are  being  loft  out  of  the  : 
big  picture,  that  v/e  may  not  be  firm  in  our  present  stand  vis-a- 
vis  Japan,  and  that  aid  to  Chinn  may  become  more  difficult  in  the 
future • 

5,  This  Division  believes  that  considerable  morale  aid  might- 

be  given  to  China  in  the  form  of  public  statements  emanating  frc«n 
high  officials  of  the  Government  on  our  deep  Interest  in  Chinese ■ 
resistance  and  our  policy  of  aiding  it.  tn  official  annoimcement 
of  the  forthcoming  dispatch  of  a  military  mission  to  China  Is 
suggested.  It  is  realized  however  that  such  morale  aid  would 
have  to  be  considered  in  the  light  of  its  effect  on  the  critical* 
relations  no\7  existing  bet\7een  Japan  and  the  United  States*  , 

/s/  Sherman  Miles 
SHERMAN  MILES 

Brigadier  Genera K  U*  S.  /rroy 


Secretary  of  War 

.  Aepi  start  ^cc’'ct:*T.; 

Chief  of  Staff 
War  Plans  Division 


ONI 

Currie' 

Gertoral  ilagruaev 


(Pages  1347  -  1348,  Voliime  14  -  "Ponrl  Harbor  Attack") 
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•^.xhibit  No.  39  of  the  Joint  Conunittoe  on  the  Investigation  of 
'he  Pearl  Harbor  Attack  -  Congress  of  the  United  States,  Seventy- 
i.inth  Congress,  First  Session.  (Excerpt) 


EXHIBIT  NO.  39 


DECEMBER  15,  1941. 


Memorandum  for  Record: 


On  Sunday,  December  7,  1941.  about  11:30  A.K. ,  E.S.T.,  General 
Marshall  called  me  to  his  office.  General  Miles  and  Colonel 
Bratton  were  present.  General  Marshall  referred  to  the  fact  that 
the  Japanese  Ambassador  had  been  directed  to  deliver  a  note  to 
the  State  Department  at  1  P.M.,  December  7*  1941.  He  felt  that 
the  Japanese  Government  Instructions  to  deliver  the  note  at  an 
exact  hour  and  time  right  have  great  significance.  The  pencilled 
draft  of  an  alert  message  to  be  sent  at  once  to  CG,  D.S.  Army  Forces 
in  Far  East:  CG  Caribbean  Defense  Command;  CG  Hawaiian  Department; 
and  CG  Fourth  Army  was  road  aloud  by  General  Marshall  and  concurred’ 
in  by  all  present.  Colonel  Bratton  was  directed  to  take  the  pen¬ 
cilled  draft  of  the  message  to  the  Message  Center  and  have  it 
sent  immediately  by  the  most  expeditious  means.  Colonel  Bratton 
returned  in  a  few  minutes  and  informed  General  Marshall  that  the 
message  had  been  turned  over  to  the  Message  Center  and  would  reach 
destinations  in  about  thirty  minutes.  The  pencilled  draft  was 
typed  later  during  the  day  end  formally  made  of  record, 

(Signed)  L,  T.  Gerow 
L.  T.  GEROW, 

Brigadier  General 
^ant  Chief  of  staff. 


Acting  Assls 


(Page  1409,  Volume  14  -  “Pearl  Harbor  Attack*') 
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D’^PARTiraiT  OF  CikTZ 


imcHAiiyvr:  of  coj'va’SAiioH 


DAi'^'i  Koveinber  Pfif  19^1 


Subjeoti 

PortlclonntBi  Sir  Ronel'1  Cpnobell,  Minister  of  the  Urltifih  ^mbesJ^r 
Dr,  Stenlpy  K.  HfU-nbock, 

OoDles  Toi 


Sir  RonaM  Oamnbell  on  me  »t  his  rpouest. 

In  tho  course  of  the  convrroetlon  he  stEia'  tiirtt  the  Brltinh 
authorities  iwve  recelvet^  a  mefinotre  flv,m  o’^ 
that  In  as  much  as  the  Dnlte<1  3tpt9C-T.=.u.-)n  Aeeotln.loue  nave 
Down",  It  now  becomes  neceseery  to  Iv.aue  e<=>rv.plii  A"® 

armed  forcesf  and  that  the  British  Government  wlPhea  to  Ir.cUxxB  of  us 
whether  Ue  nCRotlatlons  ha^e  “br.fnen  down*',  I  eald  In 
as  I  am  aware  neither  the  Amerljan  Oovernjient  nor  tne 
has  declared  or  In-Ucated  that  the  nepoUaoaons  are 

I  was  not  In  a  position  to  confirm  or  deny  btaicomento  attrlbaued  to  any 

American  official  agency  that  the  K^risu  and  I 

called  attention  to  steteraents  attributed  In  the  iv  ess  to  ^  ^ 

mentioned  e  story  bro-oght  me  by  one  of  the  correopciidentd  to 
that  In  the  course  of  the  coift-orsatlon  ^en  /djjral  Henura  J^h^ad 

cSled  on  tho  President  yestca-ory,  the  ?-  =^^-ent  had  remrrKed  he  ^ed 

to  see  his  csllers  again  after  his  ret^jr.i  frora  'Term  Stir^iiga,  (This  story, 

T _ j _ 4.  4-^  havp  emanated  from  the  Jananese  smtasey,; 
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^  1  T  n  Richardson  to  Admiral  H.  R.  Stark 

Letter  from  Admiral  J.  0.  Richarason 

22  I  toy  1940. 


CinC  File  No. 


UNITED  STATES  FI£ET 
U.S.S.  PENNSYLVANIA,  Flagship 


Leholna  Roads,  T.  H. 
22  Itoy  1940 


m:- 

I  aJ?  >  r 


Dear  Betty: 

AS  you  no  doubt,  well  nppreol^ate,^I^nov,^;us^^^^^^^ 

the  Fleet  schedule  it  Is  necessery  to  know 

To  do  this  we  are  here  and  how 

more  than  I  knov/  not  ®  ,  veal'ze  that  the  ansv^er  to 

long  we  will  prohauly  sUy.  I  upon  the  first, 

the® second  ^'iJfher  devcl. moments,  but  nonetheless 

and  probably  t  >  po  on.  For  instance,  carrying 

I  should  have  i'^rv  achadule  will  require  wholesale 

out  even  a  curtailed  f  planes,  etc.,  from  the 

Sral?!"'?hf  f?li^^1^  ^arf  ie^iinent  "questions: 

(s)  Are  we  here  prlwnrlly  to  mfldenoe  the  actions  of 
other  nations  by  ®^!;  ?!r®g®p.'t*of  normal  draining 
effect  wcuid  n  uvitJ^thrilmitations  on  an- 
(Insofar  ''® -i / ties  and  services) 

l^rSf  dSrfnr^he'tJinlnr^e^^od  n.ust  also  be 

considered. 

(b)  Are  '•'c  ^  If®gS’^^i2®should^de?btral\ 

tlme^Snd  ®>^®5|^®L5°i5’^JSd^e?pedltiousiy  le  accom- 
could  more  ®in  to  the  West  Coast, 

plished  by  an  .-i  filling  up  comple- 

Sith  ^‘freen^ng’*-  of  J®f  ?Se  rJst  of  it.  We  cSuld 
ments,  dook;..rg  and  all  ^J®/®®^ 
return  here  upon  completion. 

AS  It  la  now,  to  try  ?nd  do  both  (a)^and^(b)^frOT 
$SJ|o“sf  t“ha\‘5l/rn!y“fauil  ?/-thf  acoo.pllshs.ent  of  neither. 

If  we  are  here  to  develop  this  «ea^as^a^pe.cetlme 
operating  base,  cons.cViratxon  the  lowering  of 

decrease  ir.  t-e  anchorages,  air 

morale  tnat  may  enouo.  ^^^/-^/-^^^..i^ro-^eondltions.  for  so 
fie¥.  t,  faoilicic-s,  ®®r^"®®;;( Jl^ipilrinz  is  involved  should 
large'a  Fi-.et .  If  cr.;-y  Seised  so  we  may  re- 

the  iiujeau  of  Wj  vigation  and  X  jej'  ®®  acvisoo 

move  restrict  o.  s  on  officer  details  i- 

Th  .  {  nswer  to  yo^  ^*’«SSn^the^answGr*^to^the  above' 
WISE  f  t  Pan  ’i  go  is  dependent  upon  the  answe 

quasti  -ns. 

^  tctv.-ning  to  Poerl  Harbor  with  the  FJ;®®J 

24  !<.  i  t-  r"m  until  10  ju.ne  Jj‘f’^®®P;^  SS^sre  hereof  or 
week  '  •  ,r,*  •  |  6..iocl,’oit  the  assump-ion  that 
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Letter  from  Admiral  J,  0<  Richardson  to  Admiral  H,  R,  Stark 
22  May  1940, 


ClnC  File  No. 

UNITED  STATES  FLEET 
U.S.S.  PENNSYLVANIA,  Flagship 

CONFIDENTIAL 


normal  peacetime  training,  I  ^Till  complete  a  survey  of  what 
is  available  and  what  are  the  mlniraiun  additional  requirements 
In  the  way  of j 

Auxiliary  air  fields  Airplane  services 
Targets  Athletic  fields  and  facilities 

Tugs  Provisions 

Utility  planes  Fuel 

Upon  completion  of  this  survey  I  may  recommend 
a  reduction  in  the  number  of  carriers  to  be  maintained  in 
this  area  and  I  will  probably  request  the  allocation  of  funds 
for  Immediate  work  on  auxiliary  air  fields  and  athletic  fields 
and  facilities. 

Based  on  this  survey  and  additional  Information 
from  you,  I  may  modify  my  orders  regarding  the  shifting  of 
tugs,  tenders,  targets,  and  utility  planes  from  San  Diego  to 
Pearl  Harbor. 

At  present  the  following  are  under  orders  to  pro-  ^ 

ceed  to  Pearl  Harbor  leavlnsr  the  ’^’est  Coast  in  June  (except 
UTAH,  BOGGS,  and  LAMBEriTON,  which  are  to  come  upon  completion 
of  overhaul  in  July  or  Augusr;): 

■  I 

(a)  Entire  utility  v/lng.  Including  drone  dquadron,  loss  j 

Atron  unit’s  ar:l  loss  jninlmum  base  imlts  for  con-  I 

tJr.U’W'  ."verj.auj  ,  ard  fi*r  acceptance  of  new  units  I 

(chi*^  riy  neu -ci.j  o  le-a'; .  \i\ls  amounts  to  approximately,  i 

40  piriiin  r.io  }00  ol.  The  sufficiency  of  ,1 

proseal  “o"  repair  and  operation  of  ' 

thcje  f.i  ILw^ver,  without  practlc-  } 

all/  all  t.  ’/rl.’lty  v/ing  present  in  this  area  it 

is  cerxoi::  Viii  t  the  gunnery  schedule  of  the  Fleet 

will  be  seriously  curtailed.-  | 

(b)  Three  battle  towing  targets  and  four  series  60 

high  speed  sleds,  and  a  nuiober  of  series  40  high  \ 

speed  3jeds,  are  to  be  towijd  or  carried  to  the 
Hawaiian  area  by  Base  Force  tug*"  and  other  ^se 
Force  vessels  noted  in  (c)  and  (d). 

(c)  MEDUSA,  MELVILLE,  V/ir.-.TrjriT ,  DORSEY,  ELLIOT,  and 
UTAH,  BOGGS,  and  LAM3KKT0N,  on  completion  of  over¬ 
haul. 

•  I  \ 

(d)  One  oil  barge  a.nd  ono  garbage  lighter,  and  five  tugs.  i 

If  the  Fleet  Is  to  remain  here  and  carry  out  J 

normal  peacetime  training  It  will  be  conducive  to  efficiency  I 

of  administration,  to  the  carrying  out  of  employment  schedules  I 

and  to  the  most  effective  use  of  services  and  operating  areas  il 

if  the  ships  and  services  of  the  Hnv/allan  Detachment  are  Incor-  ‘  I 

porated  under  their  normal  type  commanders.  Unless  advised  " 
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LIMITED  STATES  FLEET 
U.S.S.  PENNSYLVANIA,  Flagship 


CONFIDENTIAL 


to  the  contrary  by  you  before  30  Way,  this  \Yill  be  donei 

In  any  event  and  v/hatevor  tho  future  holds,  we 
seriously  need  additional  enlisted  personnel,  V^e  should  no 
longer  be  content  to  operate  v/ith  any  vacancies  in  peacetime 
allov/ance  materially  belov;  our  needs  and  our  complement. 

With  so  many  ships  building  and  other  ships  to  be  recommission¬ 
ed,  we  must  have  many  additional  trained  men.  It  will  take  a 
long  time  to  tram  them.  I  ur-  e  that  all  training  stations 
bo  operated  to  full  capacity.  Trained  men  are  fully  as  im¬ 
portant  as  additional  material  and  equipment. 

If  we  rre  in  the  preliminary  stage  of  preparation 
for  belligerent  action  our  ships  should  be  fully  manned  by 
tho  most  competent  available  officer  personnel.  Peacetime 
shifting  of  officer  personnel  should  cease.  With  my  lack  of 
knowledge  of  the  Department's  purposes  and  intentions,  I  feel 
that  we  may  work  at  cross  purposes,  and  the  v/hole  matter  of 
officer  personnel  changes  may  become  most  confused. 

With  kindest  regards. 

Sincerely  yours, 

/s/  J,  0,  Richardson 
J.  0,  RICHARDSON 


Admiral  H.  R.  Stark,  U,  S,  Navy 
Chief  of  Naval  Operations 
Navy  Department 
Washington,  D,  C, 
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